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1904.] DIGE8T OF RECENT VIRGINIA DECISIONS. 91.1 

consists of a store account and an account for rent of the administrator 
against one of the distributees, and the writing signed by all the distribu- 
tees approving the manner in which the administrator had administered 
the estate, by paying the expenses of the family and the tuition of the 
minor children, and requesting the commissioner of accounts to allow dis- 
bursements as the administrator had charged them, had no reference to this 
debt, which was due from an adult who had ceased to be a member of the 
household or family years before the writing was signed and who had 
received from his father, in his life time, the same character of support and 
education provided in the writing for his brothers and sisters. 

2. Executobs and Administrators — Accounting — Interest on interest. 
Where the debts of an estate have all been paid and a final account settled 
by an administrator showing a balance against him, the payment of which 
he refuses without good cause, the distributees are entitled to recover inter- 
est against him on the whole sum found due, although such sum be in part 
composed of interest. On the final settlement the administrator stands in 
relation to the distributees as a borrower of the sum due by him. 



City op Norfolk v. Griffith-Powell Co. — Decided at Rich- 
mond, December 3, 1903. — Keith, P. Absent, Buchanan, J: 

1. Constitutional Law — Taxation — Ad valorem tax — License taxes. The 
provision of sec. 4 of article 10 of the Constitution (1869) that "the capital 
invested in all business operations shall be assessed and taxed as other 
property" is mandatory upon the legislature and cannot be avoided, whereas 
the provision of the same section for levying a license tax, in certain enum- 
erated cases and on "all other business which cannot be reached by the. ad 
valorem, system," is permissive only, and in the latter case it is no invasion 
of the requirement that taxation shall be uniform if no license tax is 
imposed. 

2. Municipal Corporations — Powers of taxation. The legislature may 
delegate to a municipality all or any portion of its power of taxation within 
the corporate limits of the municipality, but unless the power delegated be 
limited it will pass to the municipality in its entirety. When it is entire 
the municipality stands clothed with all the power of taxaton, which exists 
in the legislature. 

3. Municipal C orporations — Taxation — Ad valorem tax by state — 
License tax by municipality.^ Where a municipality has been invested with 
complete power of taxation, the mere fact that the state imposes an ad 
valorem tax on the capital invested in a particular business does not debar 
the municipality from imposing a license tax on such business although no 
license is imposed by the state. Thomas v. Snead, 99 Va. 613, overruled on 
this point. 

4. Norfolk Citt — Powers of taxation. The city of Norfolk has complete 
power of taxation under its charter, and while it is competent for the legis- 
lature at any time to abridge this power either by express words or by 
necessary implication in general revenue law or othewise, it has not seen fit 
to do so. Acts 1889-'90, p. — , does not have that effect. 



